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California Mental Health Directors Association Statement: 
Counties Agree with Prop. 63 Review Recommendations to 

Ensure Effective State Oversight 
 
Sacramento, CA  -- The California Mental Health Directors Association (CMHDA) issued the 
following statement from President Jerry Wengerd, LCSW, and Executive Director Patricia Ryan, 
MPA, on the outcome and performance review of the Mental Health Services Act (Prop. 63) 
released today by the State Auditor:     
 
“California’s counties have always welcomed the opportunity to demonstrate the value of the 
community mental health services we provide through the Mental Health Services Act, and are 
pleased to find that we agree with the findings of the State Auditor today. At the local level, 
counties have monitored and are proud of the difference our programs are making in 
individuals’ and families’ lives. Counties have achieved significant reductions in our clients’ 
levels of homelessness, hospitalization, and incarceration, using Prop. 63 funds. We agree with 
the Auditor that state oversight agencies must develop an effective and standardized 
evaluation method so that we can tell these county-by-county stories on a statewide basis. 
 
“We will continue to participate actively in any Department of Health Care Services and 
Oversight & Accountability Commission efforts to establish methods for measuring program 
outcomes, and hope the Auditor’s recommendations in this area will be implemented in 
meaningful and cost-effective manner. 
 
“We also agree with the Auditor’s recommendation that the Department of Health Care 
Services use performance contracts with the counties, as required by law, and conduct on-site 
reviews to enhance state oversight. In fact, we have advocated ourselves that the state 
resurrect the performance contracts, and since the state already does on-site reviews of other 
areas of law and regulation, we believe that adding compliance with Prop. 63 to these existing 
site visits could be extremely efficient. 
    
“California’s counties are committed to ongoing transparency, continuous quality improvement 
and effective delivery of the critical mental health services that Prop. 63 is funding in California. 



We are pleased with the recommendations of the State Auditor, and look forward to our 
continued work with local stakeholders and the state to ensure programs are meeting our 
community’s mental health needs.”  
 

# # # 
  
The California Mental Health Directors Association (CMHDA) is a non-profit advocacy 
association representing the mental health directors from California’s 58 counties, as well as 
two cities (Berkeley and Tri-City).  
 


