
 

 

April 8, 2014 

The Honorable Susan Bonilla, Chair 
Assembly Business, Professions, and Consumer Protection Committee 
California State Assembly 
1020 N Street, Room 383 
Sacramento, CA 95814                                                                    
 

RE: AB 2198 (Levine): SUPPORT 

Dear Assemblymember Bonilla: 

The Association of California Healthcare Districts (ACHD) is pleased to support Assembly Bill 2198 which requires specified mental 
health professionals to complete a training program in suicide assessment, treatment, and management.  Additionally, the measure 
requires the Department of Consumer Affairs to conduct a study evaluating the effect of evidence-based suicide assessment, treatment, 
and management training on the ability of licensed health care professionals to identify, refer, treat, and manage patients, by January 1, 
2016.  
 
ACHD represents public District hospitals, skilled nursing facilities, and clinics, in urban and rural areas throughout California.  Millions 
of Californians rely on these public health facilities and programs for vital health care services.   Additionally, many of our Community 
Based Healthcare Districts specialize in promoting community health care, focusing on prevention, food access, and disease 
management.  In many parts of California, Healthcare Districts act as the sole provider of health care services in their communities.   
 
Mental health is as important as physical health.  Numerous studies have shown that when people receive appropriate mental health 
care, their use of medical services decline.  Untreated mental health illness can lead to death, and it is important that the appropriate 
mental health professionals are trained accordingly to prevent mental illness patients from committing suicide. 
 
By creating standards of suicide prevention training for specified mental health professionals, California will create a foundation for 
promoting the importance of mental health.    
 
Mental health should continue to be an active discussion in the health care of California.  AB 2198 continues the important conversation 
of mental health.  The sooner we can create standards in mental health care, the sooner Californians will be able to receive equal levels 
of mental health care services.   
 
It is for these reasons, that ACHD respectfully urges your “Aye” vote on this important piece of legislation.  Please contact me at 
Sheila.Johnston@achd.org or (916) 266-5208 should you have any questions or comments regarding this matter. 
 

Best regards, 

 
Sheila Johnston 
Legislative Advocate 
 
Cc: The Honorable Marc Levine 
 Members, Assembly Business, Professions and Consumer Protection Committee 
 Hank Dempsey, Consultant, Assembly Business, Professions and Consumer Protection Committee 
 Ted Blanchard, Republican Committee Consultant 
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