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 Training for Mental Health Board Members: CiMH is offering some upcoming training.  There will 
be several webinars in the future, including Advanced Mental Health Board 101 (March 7) and Co-
Occurring Disorders: Integrated Dual Disorder Treatment (April 7). Also, the April CALMH B/C 
quarterly meeting will provide a one day training. A variety of topics are being considered, including 
information on prison realignment. The training will be from 8:30 to 4 at the LA Sheraton Gateway 
Hotel on Saturday, April 21. CiMH will pay for travel costs (airfare, hotel room, food and 
transportations to and from airport) for one SCC Mental Health Board Member for one day. If more 
than one SCC board member decides to attend, CiMH will include them in the training, but not cover 
their travel or room costs. Lunch will provide for all, visitors and invited trainees.  
  

 Legislation: At the recent CALMH B/C the Los Angeles County Mental Health Department 
Legislative Analyst spoke about the importance of tracking and understanding proposed state 
legislation.  Currently in the state legislature are several bills that could affect mental health care. 
One is AB154 Health care coverage: mental health services (Beall). More can be found here 
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery?bill_number=ab_154&sess=1112&house=A.  

 
Another bill discussed at the recent California Mental Health Planning Council is a bill on maintaining 
funds that would be for redevelopment housing, SB654 (Steinberg). More is here 
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-
bin/postquery?bill_number=sb_654&sess=CUR&house=B&author=steinberg 

 Autism happenings: The Department of Managed Health Care - Autism has updated its website 
and established a web page specific to the Autism Advisory Task Force, called for by Senate Bill 946 
authored by Senate President Pro Tem Darrell Steinberg (Chapter 650, Statutes 2011).  SB 946 
requires the Department to convene the Task Force and submit the report of the Task Force to the 
Governor and Legislature by December 31, 2012, at which time the Task Force will disband.  The 
first meeting of the Task Force is scheduled for February 1st in Sacramento, and all documents 
related to the meeting, including information about the Task Force members are available at 
www.HealthHelp.ca.gov.  If you have any questions, please contact Susan Burger at the 

Department at  autismtaskforce@dmhc.ca.gov.   

Another bill is AB171 Pervasive developmental disorder or autism (Beall). More is here 
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/asm/ab_0151-0200/ab_171_bill_20120126_history.html.  

 
Additionally, State of California Insurance Commissioner, David Jones, reached a settlement with 
Blue Shield of California to cover specialized therapy for people with autism, using applied behavior 
analysis or behavioral intervention therapy. A recent news article states: The settlement stems from a 
dispute over the insurer's compliance with California's Mental Health Parity Law, which mandates 
coverage of medically necessary behavioral therapy. Read more: 
http://www.californiahealthline.org/articles/2012/2/1/blue-shield-cdi-reach-settlement-on-coverage-of-
autism-therapy.aspx#ixzz1l9zlArn9 and http://www.latimes.com/business/la-fi-blue-shield-autism-
20120201,0,4195523.story  
 

 

 The California Association of Local Mental Health Boards & Commissions (CALMHB/C) 
quarterly meeting: CALMHB/C is a statewide organization that supports the work of local mental 
health board. They meet for three days on a quarterly schedule – January, April, June, and 
September – in different California cities. There are executive members and regional coordinators 
and delegates -- all mental health board members. All are elected at an annual meeting. A 
CALMHB/C website explains more http://calmhbc.trilogyir.com/.  You can learn more about the most 
recent CALMHB/C January 2012 meeting by reading the attached minutes.  
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The CALMHB/C meetings overlap with the California Mental Health Planning Council. The CMHPC 
website states: The California Mental Health Planning Council is mandated by federal and state 
statute to advocate for children with serious emotional disturbances and adults and older adults with 
serious mental illness, to provide oversight and accountability for the public mental health system, 
and to advise the Administration and the Legislature on priority issues and participate in statewide 
planning. http://www.dmh.ca.gov/Mental_Health_Planning_Council/  
 
In June these two organizations meet in San Jose at the Wyndham Hotel. The CMHPC meets from 
June 20th through 22nd. The CALMHB/C meeting is the annual meeting and is from June 21st through 
23rd.  
 

 Meeting with the President of the Board of Supervisors: I met with Santa Clara County Board of 
Supervisor’s President, Supervisor George Shirakawa, at his request. He is very supportive of our 
mental health board work. He did mention he has a meeting that conflicts with our mental health 
board meeting. If he is given advance notice he will attend our meetings where his attendance would 
allow for a quorum.  
 

 There are three vacancies in the MH Board. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Planning Council Recruitment 
The California Mental Health Planning Council is actively recruiting for membership 
applications. We are developing a list of potential candidates in an effort to be prepared for 
anticipated member retirements over the not too distant future. I have attached a brief 
'recruitment letter' to this email. If you could forward it to any and all individuals you feel may 
be interested, it would be greatly appreciated. Working together we can make a difference. 
If there are any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact Michael J. Gardner at: 
 (916) 651-3819 
Michael.Gardner@dmh.ca.gov<mailto:Michael.Gardner@dmh.ca.gov> 

 The California Mental Health Planning Council (CMHPC) is one of the most respected 
mental health advocacy organizations in California. We are actively recruiting applications for 
new members to join us in our efforts to ensure that the citizens of California receive the 
mental health treatment they deserve. If this is something you think might be of interest to 
you, please go to either – 
http://www.dmh.ca.gov/Mental_Health_Planning_Council/default.asp  or  
http://www.dmh.ca.gov/Mental_Health_Planning_Council/Membership.asp  They are actively 
looking for the following represented groups:  Consumer, Family Member, Parent of SED 
Child, Consumer Related Advocate, or Transition Age Youth (this is a severely underserved 
group that we would like to boost membership in).  More information about the CMHPC can 
be found on our website at –  
http://www.dmh.ca.gov/Mental_Health_Planning_Council/default.asp 
 
 
 

Consumer 7A 
D3 - Cortese 
6/30/14 

Consumer 14A 
D1 - Wasserman 
6/30/12 

Family Member 4A 
D3 - Cortese 
6/30/13 
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