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 MHB Adult System of Care Committee: I’m recommending Gail Price co-chair this committee. 
Board member Pontious is currently the chair.  

 

 The California Association of Local Mental Health Boards & Commissions (CALMHB/C) 
quarterly meeting: Who can explain what the CALMHB/C and the Mental Health Planning Council 
are? Information can be found at http://calmhbc.trilogyir.com/ and 
http://www.dmh.ca.gov/Mental_Health_Planning_Council/   

 

 Training for Mental Health Board Member: As I mentioned in my last Chair’s Report, CiMH is 
offering a one day training class at the next CALMH B/C meeting. The training will be from 8:30 to 4 
at the LA Sheraton Gateway Hotel on Saturday, April 21, 2012. CiMH will pay for travel costs 
(airfare, hotel room, food and transportations to and from airport) for one SCC Mental Health Board 
Member for one day. I’ve asked Charles Pontious as our representative to the CALMH B/C if he’d 
like to attend. MHD has funding for a second attendee.  

 

 May Celebration, sponsored by MHB: There was a recent request to recognize outgoing/prior 
MHB members. Work is beginning for a May event that will recognize these members. Aida Crosby 
has been asked to assist in the planning. An event planning meeting to determine a location and a 
date is being scheduled in the next two weeks. 

 

 RFP process and Mental Health Board Members: The MHB Chair will not participate in the RFP 
process in anyway. Larry Blitz, as Chair of the System Planning and Fiscal Committee, will 
determine MHB members’ participation in the MHD RFP workgroups as needed.  

 

 Annual Mental Health Board Report: Annually, the MHB submits a report of accomplishments 
and next steps to the Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors. I’m working on a draft of this report 
that must be reviewed and approved by the Executive Committee. Subcommittee chair’s reports 
should be submitted by March 30, 2012. Our Board Clerk, Llolanda Ulloa, has determined the 
following schedule: Reviews must be done by the Executive Committee April 27, 2012 and the full 
MHB on May 14, 2012. The MHB Chair must produce a cover letter so the report can be submitted 
in May.  

 

 MHB Nominating Committee: Are there MHB members interested in being on the MHB 
Nominating Committee? I need to appoint three (3) current MHB members at the March 23 
Executive Committee Meeting for the MHB members approval at the regularly schedule board 
meeting of April 9, 2012. The Nominating Committee shall submit a written report to the MHB 
meeting of May 14, 2012. At the June 11, 2012 MHB meeting, nominations can be taken from the 
floor and a July election will take place at the July 9, 2012 regular MHB meeting, or soon 
thereafter.   

 

 Mental health a top Aussie worry:  I recent read this article 
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/mental-health-a-top-aussie-worry/story-fn59niix-
1225946937074 Here is a just a few paragraphs that caught my eye: When people in eight 
countries that have almost half the world's population were asked to choose the greatest challenges 
facing their country, 37 per cent of Australians named global warming compared with an overall 
average of 25 per cent and just 18 per cent of Americans and 20 per cent of Britons.  

An even more eye-catching difference between Australia and the other nations was its concern about 
mental health issues. About 35 per cent of Australians named mental health as one of their country's 
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two or three greatest challenges, in contrast to the international average of just 10 per cent, with the 
second-most worried country on that issue being China on 15 per cent. 

The findings may suggest that public awareness campaigns about mental health have been successful 
in Australia but they also carry a potent warning for politicians about the unusual level of concern 
among voters on climate change. 


