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•        The California Mental Health Services Authority (CalMHSA):  

The California Mental Health Services Act did not account for statewide initiatives. All funds are to be 
distributed to county mental health directors. With several statewide initiatives proposed – including 
The Suicide Prevention Initiative, the Stigma and Discrimination Reduction Program, and the Student 
Mental Health Initiative -- a solution was needed. Many county mental health directors provided this 
solution by forming a joint powers authority (JPA) of counties, CalMHSA. As of recently, thirty eight 
(38) of the fifty eight (58) counties are participating. For further information got to: 
http://www.calmhsa.org/  
 
After an earlier in the year RFP process, applicants were selected and the process has begun to 
realize these various initiatives. Twenty five applicants were selected. The Suicide Prevention work 
was allocated $24M for five programs. Stigma and Discrimination Reduction was allocated $36M for 
four programs. The Student Mental Health Initiative was also allocated $36M for five programs.  
 

•         Approach to recognizing former Mental Health Board members:  
At a recently Mental Health Board (MHB) Meeting a Board Member asked about recognizing and 
honor prior board members for their service. The county government has no formal process. We 
propose to have an annual event to honor all prior year board members and members of the 
community. The event would be in May as May is Mental Health Month. 
 

•         Discussions with County Counsel (Steve Mitra) on MHB rules and regulations: 
A meeting was held with County Counsel Steve Mitra on August 25, 2011. Several questions were 
asked about MHB meeting procedures and communications. The idea is to have in writing what is or 
is not MHB practices and actions allowed. The questions and responses are attached.  
 

•         Meeting with County Counsel on a MHB mail account and website:  
A meeting was held August 25, 2011, that included Steve Mitra (County Counsel), Mental Health 
Board representatives, Dr. Nancy Peña, Llolanda Ulloa, Charles Pontious, and Victor Ojakian, and 
HHS IT staff, Leticia Ortiz, and Jim Piazza. The session produced a method for setting up an online 
form so the MHB could receive communications. The form will also provide instruction for people with 
emergency or other situations. Initially all communications will be read by MHB staff support, Llolanda 
Ulloa. People providing ideas or thoughts will have their confidentially protected, while the MHB 
members will be provided any ideas or concerns that are submitted.  
 
Currently the MHB website is one of many in a left-hand column menu on the Santa Clara County 
Mental Health Department website. Though a MHB website must follow all county IT rules and be on 
a county server, a way to make the MHB website more distinct and more directly accessed is being 
worked on.  
 
MHB Member Charles Pontious should be commended for his dedication and persistence in working 
on this effort.  
 
 

•         Appointment of MHB subcommittee chairs:  
With so many vacant MHB positions, filling both the chair and co-chair positions for our five 
subcommittees is difficult to assign. As of now, the following are chairs to subcommittees; the request 
is for any current MHB member who wants to serve as co-chair in a subcommittee, to send your 
email stating so to Llolanda who will forward information to Chair Ojakian:  

o        Older Adults: Henry Morillo and Evelyn Vigil 
o        System Planning and Fiscal: Larry Blitz 
o        Family, Adolescents and Children: Juliana Brooks 
o        Minority Advisory: David Mariant   
o        Adult System of Care: Charles Pontious 



 
•         Schedule for MHB and subcommittee meetings:  

No change in time of dates of meetings is being proposed for this year (2011). It would be difficult to 
change the schedule with rooms reserved and board members and staff having already planned 
according to these dates.  

 


