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• Communication with County Counsel (Steve Mitra) on MHB rules and 
regulations: 
County Counsel Steve Mitra was asked two questions this month. One pertained to 
public comment requirements. The other is when a Mental Health Board member 
may have a financial conflict of interest. In the latter situation clarification was asked 
when a Board Member can have a contract with the County Mental Health 
Department or a private provider performing a county mental health contract. Again, 
as previously, the idea is to have in writing what is or is not an allowable MHB 
practice and action. The questions and Mr. Mitra’s responses are attached.  
 

• Congratulations to Sandra Hernandez: Sandra was recently hired as the Mental 
Health Division Manager, responsible for integration of the behavioral health with 
primary care centers. Welcome to your new position, Sandra, and we wish you the 
best.  

 
• Innovation Project #8: I had a recent conversation with Pat Dwyer, our mental 

health law enforcement liaison, on Innovation Project #8. This project highlights 
"Interactive Video Simulation Technology" where the student-officer interacts with a 
life-size video that is controlled by the instructor and changes based on the student-
officer's words and actions.  The scenarios are very realistic and were based on 
input from 6 stakeholder meetings. The objective is for student-officers to better 
understand certain circumstances with individuals so they can better assist them.  
 
The videos have been produced and are under review. Hopeful at some future date 
these videos will be made available for viewing by the MHB members.  

 
• Appointment of MHB committee chairs:  

There are still vacancies for chairs or co-chairs on some MHB committees. Though 
we need to await the appointment of more MHB members, I’d like to recommend two 
co-chairs assignments. One is Carla Holtzclaw to the Family, Adolescents, and 
Children’s Committee (FAC).  Carla’s prior experience in producing the county 
Mental Health Department’s report on Santa Clara County school districts student 
mental health, Every Child Has A Story, and her professional background working in 
Santa Clara County public schools make her a good fit for this committee. Also I’d 
like to recommend Laura McIntyre to co-chair the Adult System of Care Committee 

 


