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2:00  Registration  

 

2:30  Welcome and Introduction  

 Pledge of Allegiance  

 Gary Miles, Ph. D., SCC Behavioral Health Board Chair  

 Toni Tullys, MPA, Director  

  Behavioral Health Services Department  

 René G. Santiago  

 Deputy County Executive, SCVHHS  

 The Honorable Dave Cortese, President  

  Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors  

 The Honorable Cindy Chavez, Board Delegate to the Behavioral  

  Health Board & SCC Board of Supervisor  

 

3:15  Keynote Address  

 Greta Hansen, Chief Assistant County Counsel  
 

3:40  Presentation of Awards and Commendations  

 Former Behavioral Health Board Members  

  Behavioral Health Community Heroes  

  2017 CIT Officers  

 

4:30  Closing and Reception  

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 
 

2017 BHB Community  Heroes  

Former Behavioral Health Board Members:  
Hilbert Morales  
Sharon Susie Martin  
Robert Nuñez  
Gail A. Price  

 
Agency Community Heroes:  

County of Santa Clara Adult Probation Wellness Unit  
Eating Disorders Resource Center  
New Directions Program - Peninsula Healthcare Connection  
Recovery Café San Jose 
 

Consumer Community Heroes:  
Phil Campey 
Nicolas Jaramillo  
 

Educator Community Heroes:  
Coralia Valdez  
Dr. Shelly Viramontez  
 

Elected Official Community Heroes:  
Raul Peralez  
Ken Yeager 
 

Faith -Based Community Hero:  
Reverend Cindy McCalmont  
 

Family Member Community Hero:  
John Forward  
Terry Gallo  
 

Heroic Intervention Community Hero:  
Officer Andrew Lopez  

 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 

2017 BHB Community  Heroes  

 
Lifetime Achiever Recognition:  
 Heiri Schuppisser  
 
Mover and Shaker Community Heroes:  
  Steven Adelsheim, MD  
  Robert Dolci  
  Damon Korb, MD 

  Sherri Sager 

 

Program Community Heroes:  
  Boldly Me 
  NAMI Santa Clara County Peer Mentors Program  
 
Volunteer Community Hero:  
  Patti Cortese  
 
 
2017 CIT Officers of the Year:  

  Agent Marianna Villaescusa, City of Palo Alto  

  Deputy Lee Hickinbotham, Office of the Sheriff  

  Officer Jesse Ashe, Sunnyvale Department of Public Safety  

  Officer Jennifer Barry, Santa Clara Police Department  

  Officer Robert Taylor, Mountain View Police Department  

  Officer Jose Rodriguez, California Highway Patrol  

  Officer Kristopher Borer, California Highway Patrol  

  Officer Juan de Dios Tovar, San Jose Police  Department  

  Officer James Cooper, City of Campbell Police Department  

  Sergeant Kurt Hogan, Sr., Office of the Sheriff Custody Bureau  

 
 
 
 
 



  

 

Eating Disorders Resource Center, Agency Community Hero 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Founded in 2006, Eating Disorders Resource Center (EDRC) is a non-profit organization based in Good Samaritan Hospital     

Mission Oaks Campus in Los Gatos, CA.  EDRCôs mission is to increase awareness and understanding of eating disorders for the 

general public and for health professionals; to promote early diagnosis, effective treatment, and recovery; and to advocate for   

mental health parity legislation and effective insurance coverage.  Knowledgeable staff and caring volunteers connect individuals 

struggling with eating disorders and their loved ones with local and national resources.  Services include a comprehensive web 

site, a speakerôs bureau, weekly support groups, and insurance advocacy. 

SCC Adult Probation Wellness Unit, Agency Community Hero  
Left to right: Sallie Jensen, Rafael delaCruz, David Villalon, Maureen Wheatley, Mary Orton, Mallory Lawlor, Leticia Kihmm, David Garcia, 

Vanessa Fajardo, Roger DeLaCruz (not pictured Maggie DôAmbrosio) 

 

The County of Santa Clara Adult Probation Department Wellness Unit provides supervision and support for adults with serious 

mental illnesses who are on probation in our county.  This includes:  Assisting clients to be in compliance with court orders;      

connecting clients to appropriate services in the community; and relaying information to the court.  In addition to intensive        

supervision, Deputy Probation Officers facilitate weekly peer support and cognitive therapy groups.  Currently, nine groups per 

week are offered.  In 2016, over 2,500 attendees participated in these gatherings!  These include: Gender responsive meetings, 

Moral Reconation Therapy (an evidence based model shown to reduce recidivism by 30% - 50%), veteranôs group, and Three   

Principles.  Meals are served to participants, and the groups are free and open to anyone.  All Officers in the Wellness Unit strive to 

assist the whole person in developing skills to maintain their mental health and refrain from further involvement in the criminal 

justice system.  By building on clientsô strengths and including family members and friends in recovery plans, individuals develop 

long-lasting changes that continue to improve their quality of life long after their probation is completed.  Participants often report 

probation and treatment court change their lives for the better! 



  

 

 

 

Recovery Caf® San Jose, Agency Community Hero 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recovery Caf® San Jose (RCSJ) is a healing community for those traumatized by homelessness, addiction, and mental health 

challenges. Located in the heart of downtown San Jose, RCSJ is a place where anyone seeking  recovery can come for meals, 

support groups,  classes, community resources, and social activities in a sober and supportive environment. Since opening in 

April 2014 RCSJ has supported hundreds of individuals in their recovery, helping them achieve such goals as family               

reunification, and achieving the stability to gain - and maintain - housing and employment. 

New Directions, Peninsula Health Care Foundation, Agency Community Hero 

New Directions is an innovative hospital and community-based case management program for individuals with complex      

medical and psychosocial needs. Originally a program of the Healthcare Foundation of Northern and Central California, New  

Directions was established in 2002 as a response to the large numbers of individuals turning to hospital Emergency Departments 

(EDs) as their primary resource for healthcare, and the time, money and inefficient care received by patients in that setting.  In 

2004 New Directions was chosen to participate in the statewide Frequent Users of Health Services Initiative which found an 

intensive case management intervention to be effective in reducing the frequency of use of Emergency Departments, hospital 

admissions, length of stay, and overall improvement of the quality of life of the patients served.  After the completion of the 

Frequent Users Initiative, several Santa Clara County hospitals opted to continue to fund the New    Directions program. 

 

In 2013, the New Directions program began a new partnership with Peninsula Healthcare Connection , a nonprofit healthcare 

clinic founded in 2006 to provide free medical and psychiatric services to those most in need in the homeless community.  New 

Directions continues to grow and in addition to partnering with several local hospitals is now working with a managed Medi-Cal 

plan, Santa Clara County Office of Supportive Housing, and the Valley Homeless Healthcare Program  to provide a ñdo  what-

ever it takesò model of intensive case management services to the most vulnerable individuals in our community. 


